The Right to make or refuse to make a formal police report of the crime
The Right to be informed of The Office of Student Conduct Board Decisions and Outcomes *There may be occasions when confidentiality is limited (i.e making a formal police and/or Title IX report), PVAMU officials will do all that we can to ensure that personal information is kept as private as possible.
"If you have survived an abuser, and you tried to make things right… If you forgave, and you struggled, and even if the expression of your grief and your anger tumbled out at times in too much rage and too many words… If you spent years hanging on to the concepts of faith, hope, and love, even after you knew in your heart that those intangibles, upon which life is formed and sustained, would fail in the end… And especially, if you stood between your children -or anyone -and him, and took the physical, emotional, and spiritual pummeling in their stead, then you are a hero." -Jenna Brooks
Domestic Violence and Dating Abuse
What is Dating Abuse?
Dating violence is a pattern of assaultive and controlling behaviors that one person uses against another in order to gain or maintain power and control in the relationship. The abuser intentionally behaves in ways that cause fear, degradation and humiliation to control the other person. Forms of abuse can be physical, sexual, emotional and psychological.
Victims and abusers come from all social and economic backgrounds, faith communities, and racial and ethnic backgrounds. Abuse also occurs in same-sex relationships. Both females and males can be victims of dating violence, but numerous studies reveal the reality that the majority of victims are females (usually more than 95 percent).
Abusers attempt to control their partners in a variety of ways. The following is a list of common controlling behaviors:
Isolation: Trying to cut off the victim's relationship with family and friends; using jealousy to justify behavior.
Emotional:
Humiliating the victim in front of friends or making the victim feel guilty when she confronts the abuser about the abuse.
Intimidation: Making the victim fearful by using threatening behavior, abuse of animals, verbal aggression or destruction of property. Domestic violence usually only happens in married couples. MYTH. As many as one-third of all high school and college-age young people experience violence in an intimate or dating relationship. Physical abuse is as common among high school and college-age couples as married couples.
Most men who abuse their partner grew up in violent homes.FACT. Men who have witnessed violence between parents are three times more likely to abuse their own wives and children than children of non -violent parents. The sons of the most violent parents are 1,000 times more likely to become batterers.
Relationship abuse happens most often among the poor and people of color. MYTH. Abuse in relationships happens amongst all classes, races, and cultural groups in society.
People who are abused often blame themselves for their abuse. FACT. Most people who are abused blame themselves for causing the violence. However, the fact is that NO ONE is ever to blame for another person's violence ? violence is always a choice, and the responsibility is 100% with the person who is violent People who abuse are psychos/crazy.MYTH. Abusers are "normal" people that we encounter in everyday life. They can be the smartest, quietest, coolest, or the best athlete on campus. What they have in common is their inability to control their anger and aggressive impulses.
If a person is really being abused, it is easy just to leave.MYTH. There are many very complicated reasons why it's difficult for a person to leave an abusive partner. One very common reason is fear. Women who leave their abusers are at a 75% greater chance of being killed by the abuser than those who stay.
Most people will end a relationship if their boyfriend or girlfriend hits them. MYTH. Nearly 80% of girls who have been physically abused in their intimate relationships continue to date their abuser after the onset of violence.
People abuse their partners because they can't control their anger. MYTH. People who abuse others are not usually out of control. They do it to gain power and control over the other person. They often use tactics besides violence such as threats, intimidation, psychological abuse and isolation from friends or family to control their partners.
A COLLEGE STUDENT'S GUIDE TO SAFETY PLANNING (Source loveisrespect.org) WHY DO I NEED A SAFETY PLAN?
Everyone deserves a relationship that is healthy, safe and supportive. If you are in a relationship that is hurting you, it is important for you to know that the abuse is not your fault. It is also important for you to start thinking of ways to keep yourself safe from the abuse, whether you decide to end the relationship or not. While you can't control your partner's abusive behavior, you can take action to keep yourself as safe as possible.
WHAT IS A SAFETY PLAN?
A safety plan is a practical guide that helps lower your risk of being hurt by your abuser. It includes information specific to you and your life that will help keep you safe. A good safety plan helps you think through lifestyle changes that will help keep you as safe as possible on campus, in the dorms and other places that you go on a daily basis.
HOW DO I MAKE A SAFETY PLAN?
Take some time for yourself to go through each section of this safety plan. You can complete the workbook on your own, or you can work through it with someone else that you trust.
Keep in Mind:
In order for this safety plan to work for you, you'll need to fill in personalized answers, so you can use the information when you most need it.
Once you complete your safety plan, be sure to keep it in an accessible but secure location. You might also consider giving a copy of your safety plan to someone that you trust.
Getting support from someone who has experience working with college students in abusive relationships can be very useful. Rape is a common form of sexual assault. It is committed in many situations -on a date, by a friend or an acquaintance, or when you think you are alone. Educate yourself on "date rape" drugs. They can be slipped into a drink when a victim is not looking. Never leave your drink unattendedno matter where you are. Attackers use date rape drugs to make a person unable to resist assault. These drugs can also cause memory loss so the victim doesn't know what happened.
Rape and sexual assault are never the victim's fault -no matter where or how it happens.
In Texas, a Sexual Assault occurs if an actor: (1) the actor compels the other person to submit or participate by the use of physical force or violence;
(2) the actor compels the other person to submit or participate by threatening to use force or violence against the other person, and the other person believes that the actor has the present ability to execute the threat; (3) the other person has not consented and the actor knows the other person is unconscious or physically unable to resist; (4) the actor knows that as a result of mental disease or defect the other person is at the time of the sexual assault incapable either of appraising the nature of the act or of resisting it; (5) the other person has not consented and the actor knows the other person is unaware that the sexual assault is occurring; (6) the actor has intentionally impaired the other person's power to appraise or control the other person's conduct by administering any substance without the other person's knowledge; (7) the actor compels the other person to submit or participate by threatening to use force or violence against any person, and the other person believes that the actor has the ability to execute the threat; (8) the actor is a public servant who coerces the other person to submit or participate; (9) the actor is a mental health services provider or a health care services provider who causes the other person, who is a patient or former patient of the actor, to submit or participate by exploiting the other person's emotional dependency on the actor; (10) the actor is a clergyman who causes the other person to submit or participate by exploiting the other person's emotional dependency on the clergyman in the clergyman's professional character as spiritual adviser; or (11) the actor is an employee of a facility where the other person is a resident, unless the employee and resident are formally or informally married to each other under Chapter 2, Family Code.
Sexual Assault
Legally...
What do I do if I've been sexually assaulted?
These are important steps to take right away after an assault:
 Get away from the attacker to a safe place as fast as you can. Then call 911 or the police.
Call a friend or family member you trust. You also can call a crisis center or a hotline to talk with a counselor. The RSVP hotline is 936-261-HELP (4357). Feelings of shame, guilt, fear, and shock are normal. It is important to get counseling from a trusted professional.
 Do not wash, comb, or clean any part of your body. Do not change clothes if possible, so that evidence can be collected. Do not touch or change anything at the scene of the assault.
 Go to your nearest hospital emergency room as soon as possible. You need to be examined, treated for any injuries, and screened for possible sexually transmitted infections (STIs) or pregnancy. The doctor will collect evidence using a rape kit for fibers, hairs, saliva, semen, or clothing that the attacker may have left behind.
While at the hospital:
 If you decide you want to file a police report, you or the hospital staff can call the police from the emergency room.
Ask the hospital staff to connect you with RSVP or an off-campus local rape crisis center. The center staff can help you make choices about reporting the attack and getting help through counseling and support groups.
1.
Are the participants old enough to consent? Each state sets an "age of consent," which is the minimum age someone must be to have sex. People below this age are considered children and cannot legally agree to have sex. In other words, even if the child or teenager says yes, the law says no.
Do both people have the capacity to consent?
States also define who has the mental and legal capacity to consent. Those with diminished capacity -for example, some people with disabilities, some elderly people and people who have been drugged or are unconscious -may not have the legal ability to agree to have sex.
3.
Did both participants agree to take part? Did someone use physical force to make you have sexual contact with him/her? Has someone threatened you to make you have intercourse with them? If so, it is rape.
Source Temple University
There are three main considerations in judging whether or not a sexual act is consensual (which means that both people are old enough to consent, have the capacity to consent, and agreed to the sexual contact) or is a crime. (1) the actor knows or reasonably believes the other person will regard as threatening:
(A) bodily injury or death for the other person;
(B) bodily injury or death for a member of the other person's family or household; or (C) that an offense will be committed against the other person's property;
(2) causes the other person or a member of the other person's family or household to be placed in fear of bodily injury or death or fear that an offense will be committed against the other person's property; and (3) would cause a reasonable person to fear:
(A) bodily injury or death for himself or herself;
(B) bodily injury or death for a member of the person's family or household; or (C) that an offense will be committed against the person's property.
Myth:
Stalkers are strangers whom the victim has never met. Fact: 3 in 4 stalking victims are stalked by someone they know.
Stalking victims are older adults or small children.
Fact:
People between the age of 18 and 24 experience the highest rate of stalking.
Myth: Stalking is limited following someone in person.
Fact: 1 in 4 victims report being stalked through some form of technology (including e-mail and instant messaging), while 10% of victims report to being monitored through global positioning systems (GPS), video or digital cameras, and or listening devices.
Myth:
Stalking victims are not protected by the law.
Fact:
Stalking is a crime under the laws of 50 states, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Territories and the Federal government.
Myth: Stalking isn't a big deal.
Fact: Stalking may cause anxiety, insomnia and severe depression. Stalking can lead to significant missed time at work. 1 in 7 stalking victims move as a result of their victimization. In extreme cases, stalking may result in homicide.
6. Myth: Cyberstalkers are not dangerous. Fact: If a cyberstalker takes the harassment offline, a person may begin to receive harassing snail mail or phone calls. In addition, the stalker may know where she/he lives.
7. Myth: If you ignore stalking, it will go away. Fact: Stalkers seldom "just stop." In fact, behaviors can turn more and more violent as time goes on. Victims should seek help from advocates, law enforcement, and the courts to intervene and stop the stalking. The sooner action is taken, the greater the chance of stopping the stalking. c. Avoid using tones or phrases that could be misconstrued as implying a second chance or playing hard to get. Oftentimes, when the victim tries to "be nice" and to "spare the feelings" of the person being rejected, the unrequited lover sometimes perceives mixed messages. d. Be respectful 2. Discipline yourself to avoid contact with the stalker: This includes ANY and ALL contact (calling to ask for someone else's phone number, counter-harassing, sending letters back) which could easily be misinterpreted by the stalker.
3. Documentation is one of the most important aspects of stalking threat management. Police, prosecutors and Student Conduct Officers need documentation to prove that stalking has taken place. Save all test messages, emails, voice mails and write down dates of all unwanted contact in a journal. The more you save, the stronger the stalking case will be. Source stalkingbehavior.com For the Friends and Family of Survivors "A lot of emotional stress that people go through, some people figure out a way to handle it. They have a strong enough support system to keep going and moving forward. And some people, they feel like they don't have an outlet.
Most of all, friends and family of Sexual Assault, Dating Abuse/ Domestic Violence and/or Stalking need to feel believed and supported.
While it is difficult to understand how "something like this" could have happened, it is important to remember that your friend or family member is a victim of a crime. A crime that, more than likely, was perpetrated by someone who they loved, cared about or knew socially. This survivor feels betrayed and violated in the worst possible way.
So what can you do to make the survivor feel supported?
Listen to the story without interruption. Oftentimes, you might be the first person to hear of the abuse, sexual assault or stalking behavior. The survivor needs to trust that you are listening and that you care about what is being said.
Do not judge.
It is easy to judge the situation from the outside looking in.
Remember the old saying, you never know what you would do unless you are in the situation. Friends and Family, just listen and offer support. Try to stay away from telling them how you would have handled the situation differently.
Never blame the victim/survivor. It is never the victim's fault that she or he was a victim of a crime. The blame falls only on the shoulders of the abuser/rapist and/or stalker. The words "it's your fault" or "if you hadn't done "x", then this wouldn't have happened", should never be said.
Believe the survivor. Often, survivors are so traumatized by her/his experience with abuse, sexual assault and/or stalking that it is difficult to tell her/his story. Simply because the survivor has a hard time telling the story or remembers details of the crime at different times, doesn't mean that the survivor is not telling the truth. Believe the survivor. Believe her/his story. Believe that you can help.
Encourage the survivor to get help! 
Title IX Reports:
Victims have the right to exercise their Title IX rights and report to the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Coordinator will then launch a "fair and equitable" investigation to determine the veracity of the allegations.
RSVP and Student Counseling Services Reports:
Victims who choose not to make a formal report but still want to talk to someone confidentially about the crime have access to The Relationship & Sexual Violence Prevention Program (RSVP) staff and the staff at Student Counseling Services. Both programs are on campus resources that provide victims/survivors with emotional support. RSVP also provides educational advocacy, medical, court and police accompaniment and assists victims with navigating the Student Conduct, law enforcement and Title IX reporting processes should she/he decide to make a formal report.
Anonymous Reports:
You may choose to file an anonymous report through the Anonymous Reporting form-which can be found on the PVAMU website/RSVP or through the law enforcement Tipline at 936.261.2222. 
What is Crime Victim Compensation?
Victims of violence and their families must deal with the emotional, physical, and financial aftermath of crime. The Texas Crime Victims' Compensation Fund helps victims and their families when they have no other means of paying for the financial cost of crime.
Basic Qualification Requirements
Residency  The crime must occur in Texas to a Texas resident or a United States resident, or  the crime must involve a Texas resident who becomes a victim in another state or country that does not have crime victims' compensation benefits for which the victim would be eligible.
Reporting the Crime
The crime must be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency within a reasonable period of time, but not so late as to interfere with or hamper the investigation and prosecution of the crime.
Filing for Compensation (TCCP, Art.56.37.)
You must file the application within three years from the date of the crime. The time may be extended for good cause, including the age of the victim or the physical or mental incapacity of the victim.
Cooperation (TCCP, Art.56.45.)
A claim may be denied or reduced if the claimant or victim has not cooperated with the appropriate law enforcement agencies.
